
American Rhododendron Society 

Eureka Chapter 
Banquet tickets still available 

for  
Friday April 28th  and  

Saturday April 29th 
Call June to sign up 

The next meeting 
Thursday April 27, 7:00 p.m. 

Eureka Red Lion Hotel 
Registered Guests Only 

April 2017 The Rhodo World Comes to Eureka! They Found US! 

 The Eureka Chapter of  the American Rhododendron Society will  host the  Annual 
Spring Convention for ARS members from around the world. Those of  you who have regis-
tered will enjoy Thursday April 27th programs by Eureka Chapter President, Max Abraham-
sen, Treasurer Tim Walsh and gold medal honoree Bruce Palmer. Then gold medal honoree 
Mike Stewart will give a program entitled  “Rhododendrons and Their Journey to your Gar-
den”. All this takes place at the Red Lion Hotel beginning at 7 PM. 
 All of  the tours are sold out but the programs which will continue through Sunday 
morning will be open to all registered members. 
Friday April 28th beginning at 3 PM at the Sequoia Conference Center; 
 Paula Trinoskey, Eureka Chapter member, will talk about Japanese Garden Design 
 Dr. Steve Sillett, Professor at Humboldt State University will talk about the Redwood For-

est Canopy Ecosystems 
 After the banquet to about at about 7:30, Dr. Peter Raven, President Emeritus of  Missouri 

Botanical Garden will talk about why there are so many rhododendrons and what we can 
do to conserve them. Banquet tickets are not required to enjoy this program. 

Saturday April 29th beginning at 3 PM at the Sequoia Conference Center; 
 Don Wallace, Eureka Chapter member, will talk about “Creating an Arboreum Style Nurs-

ery” 
 Marc Colombel, from Brittany France and a Scottish Chapter member will give a program 

titled “A Whole Year with a Hybridizer and Gardener” 
 After the banquet to about at about 7:30, the Annual Meeting of  the ARS will be held, 

Gold and Silver medals will be awarded, then Steve Hootman, Gold Medal Honoree, Di-
rector and Curator of  the Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden will tell about his mod-
ern-day plant hunter exploits. Banquet tickets are not required to enjoy this program. 

Sunday April 30th beginning at 8:30 at the Red Lion Hotel and BIG Tent in the parking lot; 
 Dave Banks, ARS Treasurer will LISTEN to members concerns and answer questions 
 Bob Weissman, Gold Medal honoree, will take you on a guided tour of  the ARS web site 

and all its wonders. This talk will be great for members and the general public many of  
whom go to the ARS web site for information about Rhododendrons. 

 At 11:00 AM in the Tent, Gisele Schoniger from Kellogg Products, maker of  Gardner 
and Bloome, will tell you everything you wanted to know to make dirt into soil. For this 
Program NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED, FREE TO THE PUBLIC! 



Plant of  the Month: Rhododendron degronianum ssp. yakushimanum 
‘Mossman Form’ 

By Don Wallace 
 I obtained this plant from cuttings given to me by the late Rose Turner of  Fort Bragg. It was the 
most compact ‘Yak’ I had seen anywhere. The story was that it came from the late Peter Schick, 
who saw it in front of  the late Frank Mossman’s office. Peter told me that Frank was not there at 
the time, so he just grabbed a cutting.  He called it ‘Mossman’s Office’, but we now call it 
‘Mossman Form’. There is no way to know where Frank Mossman got it, but it is nice, making a 
perfect half  dome 18 inches wide and 1 ft tall in 10 years. In 20 years it will be 2 ft x 2 ft., or 
thereabouts. The flowers show pink when the buds break, then open into perfect ball trusses 
pure white in color and cover the plant completely. What a show! It is a perfect bouquet of  white. 
Then, the new foliage emerges turning the plant a soft light gray in color and very fuzzy. The 
fuzzy gray indumentum gives way to dark shiny green leaves in mid to late summer. It is a shy 
bloomer when young, but will set more flower buds as it ages. I don’t think anyone else has this 
cultivar, except Rose Turner’s old residence, Peter Schick’s old residence, and, of  course, Frank 
Mossman’s old office. Photo provided by Don Wallace 

Photos are those of the Newsletter editor, June Walsh, unless otherwise noted. Permission is granted to reprint any portion of this pub-
lication provided credit to the author and Chapter is given.



THE NAME GAME  
by Gordon Wylie 

 Springtime trips to the nursery section of  big box stores reveal a wide array of  
plants, shrubs and trees attractively displayed…instant flowers and more permanent land-
scaping seductively begging a trip home in the family van or suv. Turn a few shovels of  dirt, 
and the Dogwood, the red rhodie and also a pink brighten the yard and become objects of  
admiration for you and all the neighbors. 
 Those reading these comments--avid gardeners and rhododendron enthusiasts--are 
of  course ‘knowledgeable’. And we are thus confident in our horticultural information. 
(Sniff!). We are caught up not only with making and visiting gardens, but also in learning 
more of  the fascinating world, and words, of  horticulture. Part of  that process is becoming 
familiar with Mr. Linnaeus’ (Swedish botanist Carl, sometimes shown as Carolus, Linnaeus, 
1707-1778) binomial system of  Latinized words precisely delineating each plant or tree. 
Thus, that Dogwood is properly Cornus nutallii, the Maple Acer palmatum, perhaps one of  
the hundreds of  named forms, such as Koto-no-ito, and that red rhodie is Rhododendron 
barbatum. And so on…. Of  course part of  the game is to keep track of  all those names 
and, importantly, happily and confidently impress garden visitors with the correct name. 
 To accomplish that feat requires a good labeling system. 
 The list of  label material is extensive; starting with what is commonly a short lived 
plastic supplied by the originating nursery. Get rid of  that right away; if  you do not most 
will soon be broken up or lost and you may be faced with trying to figure out the plant’s 
identity. Better lasting label materials include slats cut from old Venetian blinds, high quality 
flexible plastic, ‘write-on’ aluminum, and metal or heavier plastic which may be etched with 
identifying information. These might be backed up with the ultimate in today’s technology: 
a computer managed database, including GPS locations for every tree and plant. This last is 
fine for a long lasting permanent record, but not really that helpful out in the real garden. 
Some final thoughts about plant labels. Don’t use a ‘sharpie’ or any other ink pen as the 
writing instrument; the writing washes off  in the first few rains. Writing with a good old 
graphite pencil, on the other hand, lasts for many years. Write on both sides of  the label, 
starting at opposite ends on each side. Make labels more readily found by attaching them at 
the same compass point of  each plant or tree; e.g., the south side. Even if  you know the 
name, make it a habit to look for the label on a plant or several plants each time you are en-
joying a close look through your garden. This will reveal labels which should be moved as 
the plant grows and the inevitable ‘missing in action’ to be replaced before identity slips 
into the mists of  time. 
 Finally, a simple master list regularly kept up is a great back up to lost labels or   
memory. 
 
Re Published from the Siuslaw Chapter newsletter, April 2017 
 
Gordon Wylie is a long-time member of  the Eugene Chapter, Past ARS President, By-Laws 
committee member and ARS Gold medal honoree...And a fine teller of  Lawyer jokes. 



American Rhododendron So-

ciety 
International Convention 

April 27-30, 2017 

 

Huge Plant Sale 
Art & Photography  

Show & Sale 
April 27-30, 2017   

Thursday through Saturday 10:00 AM 
to 5:30 PM 

Sunday 9:00 AM to Noon 

Red Lion Inn Parking Lot 

 

 Come early while selections 
are best 

Unique and Rare Plants 

Rhododendrons and More 

Flower Show 

Photography Show and Sale 

Art Show and Sale by the 

Representational Artists 

Association 
 

Information: 707.443.0604 

www.EurekaRhody.org 



Steve Lemke 
Sasha Lyth 
Marilyn Martino 
Willie McCarthy 
Jim McVicker 
Elsie Mendes 
Michelle Murphy-Ferguson 
Cynthia Noble 
Terry Oates 
Kathy O'Leary 
Steve Porter 
Cheryl Rau 
Camille Regli 
Paul Rickard 
Alan Sanborn 
Patricia Sennott 
Susan Strope 
Dolores Terry 
Rick Tolley 

  

 Rhododendron Species  
Botanical Garden, Rare, unusual 

Rhodos & companion plants 

Greenlot Nursery, companion 

plants 

Robin Hansen Nursery, unusual 

companion and ground cover plants 

The ART SALE at the Red Lion will be the “A” list of  Humboldt County 
artists, come see their beautiful work and BUY LOCAL Humboldt County 
art.  
Thursday April 27th to Saturday April 29th from 10 to 5:30 
Sunday April 30th  9 to Noon 

 Participating Artists: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The PLANT SALE will be at the Red Lion in the BIG TENT 
Thursday April 27th to Saturday April 29th from 10 to 5:30 
Sunday April 30th  9 to Noon 

Participating Nurseries: 

Log Cabin Nursery, Rhodos & Companion Plants 

Singing Tree Gardens, Rhodos, new hybrids &  

Companion Plants 

Forest Lake Nursery, Choice Conifers 

Glenmar Heathers, Erica and Heather 

 

Lois Anderson 
Mary Anderson 
Vicki Barry 
Julia Bednar 
Karen Berman 
David Boston 
Rosalinda Brainerd 
Jody Bryan 
Pat Cahill 
Toni Camarata 
Karen Chase-Frazee  
Caryn Couey 
Marj Earli 
Laurie Ervin 
Sharon Falk-Carlson 
Janet Frost 
Shawn Gould 
Ralphie Hendrix 
Joan Katri 

  



Eureka Chapter/American Rhododendron Society 
2050 Irving Drive 
Eureka, CA  95503-7022 

Eureka Chapter Newsletter is 
published monthly except during July,  
Augustand November. 

Submissions from members are encouraged and 

should be mailed to June Walsh, Newsletter Editor, 

2050 Irving Drive, Eureka, CA 95503-7022.  

Or by email RhodyHostel@suddenlink.net 
Membership information and applications 

available from Ellen Gill. 
Htg1anderg@suddenlink.net 

Eureka Chapter is a member of the 
Humboldt Botanical Gardens Foundation, 
Eureka, CA and The Rhododendron 
Species Botanical, Federal Way, WA. 

Eureka Chapter is  chapter of the 
American Rhododendron Society a 501 (c) 
(3) charitable organization. 

www.EurekaRhody.org 

Eureka Chapter Officers and Board Members  
New Elections will take place at the May Meeting 

For board member contact information or if you are interested in attending a board meeting which are 
held the first Wednesday of the month at 7PM, call or email June Walsh 707-443-0604 

Future Programs 

 
May 25, 2017   Member Only Mini– Show, Show us you Bloomers! 
 
June 4, 2017    Members’ Garden Tour and Picnic, Stagecoach Hill Azalea 
     Reserve and Singing Tree Gardens 

Thank 

you Mollie Smith and Coastal Busi-

ness Systems for doing our Newsletter 

printing for our non-computer users. 

Mollie has also printed our Conven-

tion 2017 color brochures.  

Winter’s done, 

and April’s in the skies. 

Earth, look up with laughter 

in your eyes! 

–Charles G. D. Roberts (1860–1943) 
Nesting Anna’s Hummingbird in Temperate 

Woodland Garden at Humboldt Botanical Garden 

mailto:RhodyHostel@suddenlink.net
mailto:Htg1anderg@suddenlink.net
http://www.EurekaRhody.org

